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For  the  WAR  CRIMES  OFFICE 

Judge  Advocate  General's  Department  —  War  Deoartr.ient 

United  States  of  America 


Perpetuation  of  Testimony  of 
Jewries  Edward  Strawhorn,  Sgt., 
ASN  6  398  230,  CAC  (Unas3iened) 


In  the  matter  of  torture  methods 
employed  by  the  Japanese  °.t  Pasay 
and  Nichols  Field,  P.I.,  bet. Teen 
8  September  1942  and  14  July  1944 


Q  Wore  you  a  prisoner  of  war? 


Q  At  what  plic.*?  w?ra  you  hold  < 

A  We  surrendered  on  May  b,  1942 
1942  when  we  were 
at  Waw  Waw,  Batangas  Province 
1942  on  which  date  we  were  mu 
1944  when  we  were  L— i  ~  ---■ 
which  date  we  were  liberated  by  troops 
148th  Infantry  Regiment  of  the  37th  Infantry  Division. 

Q  Did  you  witness  any  atrocities  or  mistreatment  of  American  citizer 

I  would  live  to  tell  you  about  zl  0  torture  methods  employed 
JapaOMW  at  Nichols  Field,  P.I.,  between  8  September  1942  and  14  J«U 

o  State  what  you  know  of  your  own  knowlodge  about  those  incidents. 

1  ThJ  DM  werialloted  a  certain  amount  of  work  to  bo  done  each  day 
renditions  of  the  men  and  to  weather  conditions,  it  was  in 


There  is  a  gap  from  that  cate  to  i.lry  ^o, 
sent  to  Cahanatuan.  In  the  meantime  we  were,  I  believe, 
j.  We  stayed  at  Cabanatunn  until  September  8, 

-  -jjved  to  Pasay  and  remained  ti  e  re  until  July  14, 
sent  to  Bill  ibid  where  we  remained  until  February  4»  1945,  on 

of  the  1st  Cavalry  Division,  Company  C, 
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instances  impossible  to  perform  the  required  amount  of  work  in  the  time  alloted. 
If  the  assigned  tasks  were  not  completed  within  tho  time  limit,  the  men  would 
be  lined  up  and  flogged  by  Japanese  arr.od  with  pick  handles,  riflo  butts, 
etCf  In  auoh  instances,  many  arms,  logs  and  backs  were  broken  and  if  a  man  fell 
to  the  ground,  tho  Japanese  would  beat  him  over  the  head  until  ho  was  unconscious 
This  was  a  common  occurrence.  It  was  amazing  to  me  how  men  could  take  such 
punishment  and  still  survive.  I  personally  have  been  beaten  unconscious. 

Another  form  of  torture  was  to  nako  a  person  stand  at  attention  in  the  hot  sun 
with  a  bucket  full  of  wator  on  his  head.  If  any  of  the  water  was  spilled,  the 
nan  nas  beaten  as  indicated  above. 

Another  common  practice  was  to  tie  a  non  to  a  board  with  his  head  loner  than  his 
feet  and  then  pour  salty  water  into  his  mouth.  In  that  position,  he  had  to 
swallow  and  the  brine  solution  would  cause  his  stomach  to  swell.  The  Japanese 
would  then  Jump  on  his  stomach  with  their  feet.  In  like  manner  the  Japanese 
often  forced  a  water  hose  down  a  prisoner's  throat  and  thus  filled  his  stomach 
with  water  until  he  became  painfully  swollen  and  then  they  would  Jump  on  his 
stomach. 

Still  another  form  of  punishment  was  to  tie  a  man's  hands  behind  his  back  and 
draw  hie  hands  up  botwoen  his  shoulders  with  a  rope  supporded  over  the  limb  of 
a  tree  and  let  him  hang  with  his  foet  Just  off  tho  ground.  This  usually  pulled 
both  arms  out  of  socket.  While  at  this  camp,  I  personally  hung  as  long  as  24 
hours  in  that  position.  Ho  food  or  water  was  given  during  that  time  and  I  was 
under  no  shelter,  exposed  to  tho  soaring  sun  all  day  and  to  a  heavy  downpour 
of  rain  during  tho  night.  During  this  time,  I  was  beaten  with  plaited  rope  and 
hit  about  the  face  and  head,  with  a  pistol  butt.  This  occurred  in  September  1943 

On  one  occasion,  my  hands  wore  tied  behind  my  back  and  I  was  forced  to  kneel  on 
the  ground.  A  piece  of  timber  was  placed  behind  my  knees  and  I  was  made  to 
squat  on  that  piece  of  timbor.  This  rosulted,  as  a  rule,  in  dislocation  of  the 
knee  Joints  and  cut  off  all  circulation.  I  was  forced  to  remain  in  thet  posi¬ 
tion  for  about  three  hours. 

It  nas  common  pructice  for  any  and.  all  Japanese  to  abuse  prisonors  of  war  by 
hitting  then  over  the  head  with  tent  stakes,  pistol  butts  etc,,  for  any  and  all 
minor  offenses  and  quite  often  for  no  offence  whatsoever. 

The  above  recounted  torture  methods  war©  administered  by  W/0  Kajuki  and  several 
of  his  aides.  The  aides  are  recollod  only  by  the  nomo3  of  "Pistol  Pete", 

"Saki  Sam"  and  "Cherry  Blossom".  There  was  also  a  Warrant  Officer  at  this 
prison  camp  who  was  known  only  as  "Harvard"  because  he  was  a  graduate  of 
Hrvrvard  University.  He  spoke,  reed,  and  wrote  English  exceptionally  well. 

Ho,  too,  participated  in  administoring  the  above  described  punishments.  The 
above  torture  methods,  it  is  believed,  wore  committed  and  witnessed  by  higher 
authority,  including  the  Admiral  in  charge  of  Paoay  Camps,  without  any  inter¬ 
ference. 


A/  i[fl2£3_£-£ iES.wii2.ra _ 

/t/  JAM'S  ED4AI.D  STRaWHORN,  Sgt. 

ASN  -  6398230,  CAC  (unassigned) 


State  oft 
County  of: 


SS 


I,  Janos  Edward  Strawhorn,  of  lawful  age,  being  duly  sworn  on  oath,  state 
that  I  have  read  the  foregoing  transcription  of  my  interrogation  and  all  answers 
contained  therein  are  true  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  boliof, 

A/  JanqaJL  jjsv&qid _ 

/t/  Janos  ?3dward  Strarhorn,  Sgt, 

ASN  -  6398230,  CAC  (unassigned) 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  31at  day  of  July  1945. 

A/  E»gia»JUCriBaLfl»LL  Caat  HA 

Notary  Public,  Summary  Court 
Uooro  Gen  Hoap,  Suonnanna,  HC 
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S&Vwo'  (fe)!Toiur^?hat  ^sHSHS 

jstk  %£&  ^ 

his  testimon/had  boen  transcribed,  tho  said  James  Edward  Strawhorn 
read  the  sane  and  affixed  his  signature  thereto. 


Signature 


Rank  and  Organization 


CERTIFIED  A  TRUE  COPYl 


JAMES  P.  HEALEY,  JR 


W-y- 
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I,  T.  R.  C.  King,  Major,  Inf.  (TD) ,  Executive 
Officer,  Legal  Section,  General  Headauarters, 
Supreme  Commander  for  the  Allied  Powers,  do  hereby 
certify  that  the  attached  mimeographed  copy  of  the 
affidavit  of  JAMES  EDWARD  STRAWHORN  is  a  true  and 
correct  reproduction  of  the  original  affidavit;  and 
that  a  signed  and  sworn  copy  of  said  affidavit  is 
presently  on  file  with  this  Section. 


/s/  T.  R.  C.  Kin 
T.  R.  C.  Kin 
Major,  Inf. 


gnu  ■  ■ 


itnesst  /s/  John  R.  PritcMrd 

worn  to  before  me  this  15th  day 

if  November  1946.  Tokyo,  Japan. 

/s/  John  R.  Pritchard 
Capt.  Inf. 

Summary  Court 
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